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Jesus Christ uttered a very powerful statement about 
a true scholar who may be compared to a scribe or an 
expert in the law of God: “Therefore every scribe who 
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a 
master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what 
is new and what is old.” (Matthew 13:52 ESV) The NIV 
translation characterizes this specialist in the law as 
a disciple of God’s kingdom who constantly searches 
for truth and from the storeroom of wisdom shares its 
treasure: “Therefore every teacher of the law who has 
become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the 
owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old.”
God’s revelation is like a precious trea-
sure that needs to be owned, valued, and 
then properly distributed in order to bring 
forth from it old and new truth, and not 
to only repeat things that are already 
known. A fresh and deep understanding 
of God’s truth needs to be reaffirmed as 
well as discovered, because truth has to 
be constantly actualized and formulated 
anew for the contemporary and younger 
generation. In this way, we may be estab-
lished and believe in and proclaim the 
“present truth” (2 Peter 1:12 NKJV). The 
totality of God’s wisdom, with all its rich-
ness and variety, needs to be explored in 
order for us to know God’s mind and cul-
tivate His way of thinking (Deuteronomy 
29:29; Matthew 16:23; 2 Corinthians 2:10-16; Philemon 
2:1-5). One cannot “substitute the New Testament for 
the Old. The Old Testament is the gospel in figures and 
symbols. The New Testament is the substance. One is 
as essential as the other.”1 
There are many important reasons why scholarship 
is irreplaceable in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
but I will only mention four main ones:
1. We need to advance in the understanding of truth, 
and it means to be open to new truth. Ellen White under-
lines that “to the diligent Bible student new light, new 
ideas, new gems of truth, will constantly appear, and be 
eagerly grasped. Even through eternal ages the truths 
of this wonderful book will continue to unfold.”2  She 
points out that we cannot maintain our own thoughts 
but need to submit to God’s revelation and let it cor-
rect our thinking: “How shall we search the Scriptures? 
Shall we drive our stakes of doctrines one after another, 
and then try to make all Scripture meet our established 
opinions? Or shall we take our ideas and views to the 
Scriptures, and measure our theories on 
every side by the Scriptures of truth?”3 
2. We need to have ready and solid 
answers to sophisticated heresies. 
When strange doctrines and unbiblical 
teachings arise, we need to face their 
deceptions with careful exegetical and 
theological investigation that have to 
be rooted in the comprehensive, bal-
anced, and advanced understanding of 
the Scriptures. To stand against apostasy, 
serious students of the Holy Scriptures 
have to understand the metanarrative of 
the Bible, spiritual warfare, and above all, 
they need to comprehend the biblical view 
of God’s character. Satan has become 
very sophisticated in forging the mean-
ing of the Bible, and in distorting God’s 
actions, so his agents use very complex reasoning that 
twists truth. This calls for a thorough exploration of the 
biblical material and the development of biblical-theo-
logical thinking.
3. We need revival and reformation in our midst, but 
they come only as the result of an in-depth study of the 
Holy Scriptures. Reformation will never occur if there 
is no diligent study of God’s revealed Word, including 
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a thorough exploration in the original languages from 
which springs the right understanding of biblical doc-
trines. Luther aptly claimed: “The [biblical] languages, 
therefore, that God did not despise but chose above 
all others for His Word, we too ought to honor above 
all others. . . . Let us be sure of this: we shall not long 
preserve the Gospel without the [knowledge of biblical] 
languages. The languages are the sheath in which this 
sword of the Spirit is contained; they are the casket in 
which we carry this jewel.”4  
4. We are called as the last-day movement (remnant) 
to rediscover and restore the forgotten or buried biblical 
teaching; and in doing it, we need to use the best tools 
available in order to discover truth, love it, follow it, and 
proclaim it in an attractive way so people can admire 
and obey God out of gratitude for His marvelous deeds. 
Biblical scholars are like physicians or medical spe-
cialists who have technical knowledge and skills, but, 
as in the medical field, there are different levels of 
knowledge and practical help given by nurses, physi-
cian assistants, and paramedics. Thus it is also true 
with different gifts and knowledge of biblical-theolog-
ical thinking in God’s church. Not all followers of Christ 
can or should be scholars, but everyone is needed with 
his or her gifts to advance God’s cause. In collaboration 
is power and working together brings unity. The gift of 
scholarship is irreplaceable. 
Some argue that studying theology is not essential. 
They point to Jesus and what He did with untrained 
fishermen. We need to remember, though, that the dis-
ciples of Jesus had the best field training with their 
Master Teacher and Mentor for several years. Consider 
also how much more God could do with well-educated 
followers who trusted Him, like Moses, Daniel, or the 
Apostle Paul! God needs and can use everyone who 
totally dedicates himself or herself to His service and 
is willing to enter into His school in which one will 
constantly learn and advance in the understanding of 
God’s revelation.
People usually say that Bible scholars and theologians 
only complicate things. Yes, it is true, we sometimes 
unnecessarily complicate things. However, many issues 
are not so simple, and they need to be presented in 
their complexity, in a specific context, and from larger 
perspectives. One needs to acknowledge one’s own 
limitations and must be willing to learn. On the other 
hand, often scholars successfully simplify issues so 
people can see light in the tunnel and navigate through 
the black forest of difficulties and uncertainties. I am 
grateful for the Apostle Paul, who wrote many complex 
things. How incomplete the New Testament would be if 
we did not have his 13 epistles! However, I also praise 
the Lord for James, who wrote his beautiful and very 
practical epistle. People are scared of bad scholarship 
(and rightly so), but the opposite of poor scholarship is 
no scholarship or getting rid of it. The contrast to wrong 
scholarship is good or faithful scholarship. We often 
refer to Jesus’ negative statement regarding the scribes 
and Pharisees: “Woe to you, scribes (teacher of the law) 
and Pharisees, hypocrites!” (Matthew 23:13). But we 
forget that He also states that “every scribe [Gr. gram-
mateus] who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven 
is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old” (Matthew 13:52 ESV).
One of the important safeguards for a balanced doc-
trine is to study Scripture together in order to listen to 
each other. Ellen G. White underlines: “We are to coun-
sel together, and to be subject to one another; but at 
the same time we are to exercise the ability God has 
given us to learn what is truth. Each one of us must 
come to God for divine enlightenment. . . . We must not 
become set in our ideas, and think that no one should 
interfere with our opinions.”5  
Theology has a twofold purpose—it has to be per-
formed within the Church to help the Church to 
advance in truth and to formulate truth better (apolo-
getic aspect; defend the truth). Theology and church 
belong together, because one cannot do biblical theol-
ogy in isolation. However, theology also has a critical 
aspect—to help the Church to self-critique and exam-
ine itself in order to be sure that her beliefs are really 
biblically and theologically sound and well formulated.
The example of the Berean believers is a model for 
the true disciple of Jesus. They were constantly and dil-
igently searching for truth, as they wanted to know the 
exact meaning of the Sacred Writings, its truths and 
relevancy: “Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 
character than those in Thessalonica, for they received 
the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” 
(Acts 17:11 TNIV; emphasis supplied). Their examina-
tion of the Scriptures involved a passionate search to 
verify that Paul’s teaching was rooted and in harmony 
with Scripture. The reason we need to advance in our 
knowledge of truth is to learn about the triune God 
and the Gospel centered in the Lord Jesus Christ (John 
5:39–40; Luke 24:27), as this knowledge brings eternal 
life (John 17:3). An understanding of God’s revelation 
brings freedom (John 8:32) and leads to a total com-
mitment to God to live a pious life in faith, good works, 
and fulfillment of God’s given mission (Matthew 28:19-
20; 2 Timothy 3:15–17; Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:11–13). 
Thus, the cultivation of love and a passion for truth is a 
crucial trait of those who walk with the Lord. 
Adventist scholarship activities need to foster a 
culture of excellence and advance the quest for truth. 
Ellen G. White encourages: “As we take up the study of 
God’s word, we should do so with humble hearts. All 
selfishness, all love of originality, should be laid aside. 
Long-cherished opinions must not be regarded as infal-
lible . . . We have many lessons to learn, and many, many 
to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. Those 
who think that they will never have to give up a cher-
ished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, 
will be disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas 
and opinions with determined persistency, we cannot 
have the unity for which Christ prayed . . . Whatever 
may be man’s intellectual advancement, let him not 
for a moment think that there is no need of thorough 
and continuous searching of the Scriptures for greater 
light.”6  With that inspired counsel in mind, Seventh-day 
Adventist Theological Seminary students and profes-
sors seek to do thorough research in order to unlock the 
richness of the biblical message, the mystery of godli-
ness (1 Timothy 3:16; Ephesians 6:19; Colossians:27), 
and to also unmask the mystery of wickedness and 
iniquity (Daniel 7-8; 2 Thessalonians 2:7).
Consider prayerfully the following advice: “Ministers 
should devote time to reading, to study, to meditation 
and prayer.”7  The following words are not only encour-
aging, but promise a reward for diligence: “When God 
opens the way for the accomplishment of a certain 
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work, and gives assurance of success, the chosen 
instrumentality must do all in his power to bring about 
the promised result. In proportion to the enthusiasm 
and perseverance with which the work is carried for-
ward, will be the success given.”8 
God’s workers need to be saturated and filled with 
true knowledge in order to unmask unbiblical teach-
ing: “Neither can they successfully meet the strange 
forms of error, religious and philosophical combined, to 
expose which requires a knowledge of scientific as well 
as Scriptural truth.”9  She warns that some have “lazy 
minds,” and “become intellectually lazy,” and laments 
that “those who do not love to study, are ever in great 
danger of becoming dwarfs in spiritual and mental 
growth” instead of being “intellectual giants.”10  
Calvin rightly encourages believers to have an open 
and humble attitude toward God’s Word: “Let us under-
stand that God recommends to us the honor and the 
authority of His Word.  As if He said that we must receive 
in all humility everything contained in Holy Scripture, 
making ourselves teachable to what is contained in it.”11 
On the entrance wall to the Astronomical Observatory 
located in Vala!ské Mezi"i#í, Czech Republic, is a power-
ful statement: “A little knowledge leads you to pride, but 
much knowledge leads you to humility.”
I praise the Lord for godly scholars and their faith-
ful work in enhancing our knowledge of God and His 
Truth. Our awesome Creator gives gifts—the capacity 
to think and express thoughts eloquently and commu-
nicate truth effectively. Let us use these precious, given 
talents to God’s glory!
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